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JACKSONVILLE CITY COUNCIL

TRUE COMMISSION

LEGISLATIVE TRACKING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
June 15, 2016
12:00 p.m.

City Council Conference Room B
Suite 425, City Hall

117 W. Duval Street

Attendance: Committee Member Greg Radlinski (Chair), Danny Ferreira, Charlie Kleeman
Also: Jeff Clements - City Council Research
The meeting was called to order at 12:02 p.m. by Chairman Radlinski and the group reviewed the following bills:
2016-402 and 2016-403 (economic development incentives): Chairman Radlinski stated that the TRUE Commission authorized its chairman to request the City Council President to request of the General Counsel a legal opinion on the constitutionality of economic development incentives given comments made by former TRUE Commissioner and current Concerned Taxpayers of Duval County member Joe Andrews at a previous commission meeting at which he quoted from an article of the Florida Constitution that prohibits local governments from lending their credit to, investing in or partnering with private businesses. He suggested that the Legislative Tracking Committee defer any further discussion of economic incentive ordinances until such time as a response to that request is received.
2016-408 (appropriating Banking Fund debt service savings to the Council District 10 bond fund to replace funds allocated to ineligible expenditures from the fund): Jeff Clements explained the background of the city council district bond funds and the situation regarding this appropriation, which attempts to correct an expenditure of funds from the District 10 bond fund for ineligible purposes. Mr. Clements said that he understood from conversations with the staff of the Council Auditor’s Office that procedures for allocation of these district funds by a letter from the council member for projects valued at $100,000 or less have been recently revised to address the problems pointed out by this ineligible expenditure.
Motion: the Legislative Tracking Committee recommends that the TRUE Commission recommend that City Council reject 2016-408, direct the General Counsel to recoup the funds from the entity(s) that received the improperly expended funds, and refer the matter to the State Attorney or Inspector General’s Office for further action  - approved 3-0.

2016-365 (amending the Procurement Code regarding the oversight and reporting requirements of the Access to Capital Program): Mr. Clements explained that the purpose of the bill is to amend the Ordinance Code to reflect current practice with regard to the Access to Capital Program and to clarify oversight authority between the Ombudsman’s Office in the Procurement Division and the Office of Economic Development. No action was taken on the bill.
2016-385 (appropriating $150,000 from Special Council Operating Contingency to Friends of Hemming Park for park operations and maintenance): Jeff Clements explained the background of the bill and the recent lengthy discussion of the bill by the Finance Committee. The bill is pending in the Finance Committee. No action was taken on the bill.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:31 p.m.

Jeff Clements, Chief

Council Research Division
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